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 The Journal of the American Academy of Religion (JAAR) publishes scholarly 

research of exceptional merit, addressing important issues and demonstrating the highest 

standards of excellence in conceptualization, exposition, methodology, and 

craftsmanship. We receive hundreds of submissions each year. At most, we can publish 

perhaps eight articles per issue, or about thirty-two articles per year. This means that we 

have a rejection rate of about 90%. We also use a double-blind review process so that 

authors do not know the identity of reviewers, and reviewers do not know the identity of 

authors. In addition, the JAAR reaches not only the membership of the American 

Academy of Religion, but the diverse scholarly audience that constitutes the wider 

academy. Consequently, authors must demonstrate how their analysis illuminates a 

significant research problem, or answers an important research question of broad and 

fundamental interest in the study of religion. 

 The words “broad and fundamental” are important. In writing for us you are 

writing for the field of religious studies as a whole. We are not asking authors to speak to 

the “lowest common denominator” interests of the JAAR audience; that would result in 

platitudinous essays. But articles should reach beyond the sub-specialty out of which they 

are written. This does not mean you cannot draw on and speak to your particular sub-

field—indeed, work solidly grounded in particular specialties is a prerequisite of JAAR 

articles—but the piece must be able to speak, at least indirectly (though it is usually the 

case that the more direct you can make it, the better) to people outside of that sub-field.  

Think about the JAAR’s audience—it includes scholars of modern First Nations 

traditions, historians of the European Reformation of the 16th century, scholars of 

Tibetan religions, Post-Lacanian deconstructionist theorists of religion, and dogmatic 

Christian theologians, among others. While no piece can speak to everyone (and if you 

tried you would probably sprain some muscles as well as your brain), you should try to 

speak to some others, or about some things that are of interest outside your specialty. 

Write to scholars of religion as a whole, not just to scholars in your particular sub-field. 

 Here is a simple hint that may substantially increase the likelihood of the article 

being properly “framed” for the JAAR: Look over the past few years’ pieces in the JAAR 

and see what you can find that would relate to your piece. Note how they frame their 

arguments. Basically 80 % of almost any article can go into any number of journals; it’s 

the 20 % of framing matter (the “so what” and “who has written about this until now” 

questions) that determines whether it fits in this journal, or another, or needs more work 

before it goes anywhere. 

 Another simple hint: your paper needs to have what we in the profession call “a 

point.” You need to take a stand on something. It is not enough to summarize a 

“conversation.” We have book review essays for that. Also, if you do not have anything 

to say, kindly refrain from demonstrating so. Nor is it sufficient to have a paper 

summarizing the Great Thoughts of a Past Master. We know already that everyone from 

Thomas Aquinas to Zhuangzi are deep thinkers, wise beyond our ken; and we don’t need 

to watch you polish their marble statuary. Of course a paper may—in many cases, 

should—use such thinkers; but their world, and their questions, are not necessarily ours. 

We are reading your article because we want to know what you think we should learn 



from them about our questions, or about how to re-frame our questions, today. In other 

words, give us more analysis and less description. 

 Hence, once again (and this time with feeling): So what? Why should your article 

matter to scholars of religion? 

 

Timelines: 

 

 We read carefully and take seriously every article that is submitted to us. Given 

our volume of submissions and our small editorial staff, it may take several months for us 

to do a first close reading of your manuscript. If after that first reading we determine that 

the article is ready to go out for external review, we need to identify those reviewers. We 

then give our external reviewers a month to review a submission. Sometimes reviewers 

need more time. A small number of reviewers are unable to follow through, and we need 

to send the manuscript to another reviewer. All of this to state that it may take up to six 

months before we come to a final decision on a manuscript. Please do not assume that 

with our online submission system we can come to a decision in a week, or a couple of 

months. We actually have the same time to decision as when authors used the ancient 

technology of mailing three paper copies of a submission. Since our volume of 

submissions has approximately doubled since those dark days of the 20
th

 century, we 

have no doubt that we are working as efficiently as possible. 

 

Style Sheet 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion 

  
GENERAL 

 Use serial comma 

 Use elided numbers for dates but not for page numbers 

 Use gender-neutral language 

 Do not generally use contractions 

 Add space between initials in names 

 Give the first name(s) of an author the first time you cite them 

 Fix which versus that 

 Fix while versus although/whereas 

 Fix as/since versus for/because 

 Fix due to versus because of 

 Fix who versus that 

 Set words used as words in italics 

 Set quotes of five lines or more as extracts (except in book reviews) 

 Omit ellipses at beginning and end of quotes (possible exception in dialogue) 

 Silently capitalize or lowercase initial letter of quote 

 Spell out acronyms once, then use (almost) exclusively 

 Italicize all foreign words at every instance 

 Do not italicize punctuation with italicized words 

 Do not leave two spaces after a period 

 Do not refer to your article as an “essay”  



 

NUMBERS AND DATES 

 Spell out numbers one to ninety-nine, except with percent 

 Spell out large, round whole numbers 

 4 December 1999 

 4 December 

 December 1999 

 

CITATIONS AND REFERENCES 

 Use in text citations, not footnotes. Footnotes are fine to raise points outside of the 

body of the article, but do not use them for your citations 

 Cite page number in text at end of quote or in note 

 Separate alphabetized author citations with semicolons 

 Use parentheses for citations at ends of extracts 

 Use ed. for “editor” even if there are multiple editors 

 List the abbreviation for the state in which the work was published, even if the state is 

listed in the name of the press. So for example: Albany, NY: SUNY Press. If the 

publication is outside the USA, list the country of publication. For example, New 

Delhi, India: Oxford University Press, or Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press 

 Examples: 

 

There are many examples of this dichotomy in the literature (Allen and Wortham; Frank; 

Wolf 1996: 33). 

 

Clarkson notes, “Hinduism is similar to Buddhism” (1995: 45–46). 

 

Michael Harris wrote not only for theologians, but also for politicians.
5
 

5
 For an extended discussion of how his work was received by the Canadian government, 

see Clarkson 1995. 

 

Bulfinch’s Mythology 

 1987 Boston, MA: Vintage. 

 

Sprewell, Francis 

 1995 “Take It Home.” Times (London), 12 March: B4. 

 1997 “Home Base.” New York Times, 31 October: C3. 

 

Carvajal, Sam 

 [1996] 1999 “Take No Prisoners.” In Integrity and Decency, ed. by Heather 

J. Anderson, trans. F. G. Clarke, 49-57. Reprint. Cambridge, 

MA: Harvard University Press, Belknap Press. 

 

Garcia, Warren 

 2001 “Saved by Grace.” Journal of American Folklore 47/3: 11–56. 

 

Hallisey, Charles 



 1988 “Devotion in the Buddhist Literature of Medieval Sri Lanka.” 

Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago. 

 

Quinn, David 

 1984 Finding a Place for Women in American Judaism. American 

Religion, vol. 2: 543–555. New York, NY: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 1986 Women in Judaism. Available at http://www.jewamerican.com. 

Accessed on 3 March. 
 

WORDS 

Generally, use “down” style, lowercasing in most cases, particularly official titles 

standing alone (i.e., the president, but President Clinton). Also, use American spelling 

over British. Specifically, 

 chapter, chap. (in parens) 

 for example, not e.g. (except in parentheses) 

 lowercase book parts/use numerals for book parts: part 2, chapter 11 

 History of Religions, history of religions 

 Internet, Web, Web site, e-mail, www.aaanet.org 

 that is, not i.e. (except in parentheses) 

 South/North India 

 western/eastern, not Western/Eastern; but the West, Westerners 

 

MARGINS AND BLOCK QUOTATIONS 

Please use 1” margins (not 1.25”) if at all possible. Block quotations should be inset, left 

and right, by an extra ½”.  

 

For issues not addressed on this sheet, please consult the Chicago Manual of Style, 15th 

edition. 


